
NATCA President Rich Santa Addresses ATC
Staffing and Fatigue During Panel at Regional

Airlines Association Conference

On Sept. 24, in Washington, D.C., NATCA President Rich Santa participated in
a panel discussion at the Regional Airlines Association Leaders Conference.
During the panel, Air Traffic Control: Staffing, Modernization, & What Aviation
Needs, Santa stressed that despite positive news on new ATC trainee hires
released by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) that week, the aviation
community needed to recognize that addressing ATC staffing shortages will
take time and patience. 
 
“When you talk about staffing, we are at our end,” Santa said. “It took 10 years
to lose 1,000 Certified Professional Controllers. You can’t hire them back in
one year. You can’t promote and champion the solution when it takes two
years to certify, potentially, 50 percent of who you hire.” 



Santa also addressed the new fatigue guidelines and the positive effect they
may have on ATCs that have, at some facilities, been forced to work 10-hour
days, six days a week. 
 
“Fatigue management and wellness and work-life quality makes the system
better,” Santa said. “With these fatigue rules in place, it will make a difference.
It is going to take collaborative energy — from the airlines, from the regionals,
from everybody, to recognize that these fatigue rules are for the overall health
of the system.”

Order Your San Francisco Convention Merch Today!

Limited edition merchandise for the NATCA Convention taking place in San
Francisco May 9-11, 2025 is available to pre-order. The collection features
shirts, sweatshirts, a commemorative ornament, and more. 



There is also a San Francisco Pride design, and all proceeds from this design
will go to NATCA Charitable Foundation to help support local charities selected
by the Convention Committee.
 
Visit the NATCA Store to view the whole collection and place your order which
will be available for pickup in-person during the Convention.  

You’ve Worked Hard for What You’ve Built — Protect
It with Unum

"I highly recommend adding Unum to your rainy-day portfolio. It is truly a wise
investment in yourself!” said NATCA member J. Grimes. After a medical crisis
you can lose out on overtime and differentials, but Unum long term disability
insurance provides critical financial support. Open enrollment is only available
for a limited time, so take action now! Don’t wait — protect your future at
natcadisability.com. 

https://store.natca.org/product-category/2025-convention/
http://natcadisability.com
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